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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DPC 243

TRANSCRIPT OF PRESS, RADIO AND TFLEVISION NEWS BRIEFING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1971, 12:10 P.M.,

(oﬁ THE REcoRD UNLE‘SE‘ OTHE}RWTSE TNDICATED)

MR. BRAY: Yon_have,a press release, a statement
issdedkby'the Secretary of State covering a sﬁmmary of
1nternatlona1 narcotlcs control efforts 1n 1971.

‘We - have w1th us toda? to dlscuss thls subject
ON THE RECORD Nelson Gross, Senior Coordlnator for '
Internatlonal Narcotlcs Affalrs. I thlnk Mr. Gross would
like to make a few openlng comments, and then he would be
happy to take your questlons. | |

MR GROSS: I think you have 1niyour hand a
compllatlon of recent developments in the narcotlcs control
fleld. But I would llke to report to you that there was a-
_Cablnet Committee meetlng ~-= Cabinet Commlttee on Internatlonal

: Narcotics Control —-- on becember.IG, which‘was the second
meeting. Therevhad been three ad hoc committee meetings.
And at tnat time, they reaffirmed the high.priority which we
give to enforcement. There wiil be a recommendationtfor
another substantial bﬁdget increase;_'And they set in

motion the procedure for the approval of action plans

<

which we are going to have for all of those countries 1nvolved
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either as producers or as transit or victim countries.

\
1

The Chiefs of Mission, I”might say, have also
been mobilized, aéain, b&-Secretary Rogers, who ﬂas sent a

series of messages to them. I myself attendéd a Chief o‘f
>Mission meeting in Paris of the European area. 'And they are
all geared up.

The Procedure fér approval of nafcotics céntrol
:action'pléns'will be thréugh régionél task forées, inter-
.agency task forces, here at\the State Department.

I would just like to say that I ﬁhink that this
year has been one‘of major accomolishﬁent, as witness certain

seizures. I think that for at least this time -- I don't
Say the first time -- we can cite figures which I think
" clarify the fact fhat we have a meaningful reéult now in
iﬁternational néréotics control. fAnd I am only gqinq to
‘mention three of them to you.

.In Laos, on November 5, there was a Government
geizure of 730 gallons of acetic anhydride, which is the ~
chemical ingredient necessary to make heroin. That quantity
is sufficient to make three tons of heroin. And all of that
gallonage, and as a result all of that heroin,is off tho‘

market -- three tons worth.

Second, in Hong Kong, the narcotics bureau there
Approved Fpr. Release 2001/09/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001000040005-5
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has stepped up their campéign. To give you the figures

this Year compared against last yeaf: - in Hong Kong they

seized this year 12,200 pounds of opium as against 99
pounds in 1970. And on December 4 alone there was one seizure
resulting from the liaison of our own enforcement effort

overseas and the Hong Kong officials -- one seizure of 420

4pounds ofvarphine, and 2,790 pounds of opium.

!Third -—- and the‘laet one --- the seizu&es
reselting'in 1971, or this last year in Eufope oi direcfly
as a result of EBuropean ectivity, principally the fegional
offiCe_ﬁhet we have in Paris; fotals as follows: 1,324
kilos of morphine.base, and 699.5 kilos_of ﬁeroin, for av
total of 2,023.5 kilos‘of heroin, or opiﬁm,derivatives;. So
that we are talking about f?om the Europeen;effort alone
two tons of heroin, which is the equi&aint of twenty‘tons
of opium. This is a ten-to-one ratio.

I could give you monetary figﬁres; and I saw
in some papers this morning that there is a translation‘of
money amounts to these figures. This is not easy to do
because it depends on the quality of the heroin in the area.

The most conservative figure for é ton of heroin

has been $225 million at retail. That is based on 6 percent

gquality heroin. It goes as high as, for one ton, $850 million

st
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A
at S_peféent heroin, and in some areas it is evéﬁ CUt-to‘a_
lesser extent now, based on 100 milligréﬁ doses at sixldéllars
per dose. Thefe are so many variables:inVOlved that it is.hard
»t@ pinpoint a figﬁre. But if yéu take a‘mean,vwhich I héve
just done”myself hefe.—Q if you take a‘mean'éf ?500 ﬁillion
for one ton of‘hetoin, we have séized internaﬁionally_at
leas£ indiréctly, and.many timeé directly, as a resuit of
ouf new.initiatives, és é result of the initiatives‘taken
“in the State Department.and by Président Nixon, soﬁe'six
tons of heroin, or the.equivalent -- and this at a #efail
valué of $500 million obviously would be $3 billipn‘W§rth
of heréin.‘ |

Now, to make it cleér, ~ some of that heroin,

" for examplé the Laotian heroin, ﬁight.have beenséid in
?iet—Nam at a lower price. This is why I take a mean figure,
just to give you somé‘idea of what the quaﬁtitigs‘are that
we are talking'about.'

But in conélﬁsion of these few remarks, I ﬁould.
like to say that we have had thislyear as a fesult-of this
very increased escalation of effdrt, a meaningful iméadt'
which can now be demonstrated in the field. There is no
question but that the éupply has been cut down, af least

to the extent that I indicated. Pressure is on thec routéx.
Approved For Release 200_1/09/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001000040005-5
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And I have gdt charts up here which indicaﬁe‘thélroutes.
_On my rigﬂt: .this demonéhaﬁes thé-routé of.méfphine
”base; frgm Turkey Ehrquéh Buigaria or Gfeeée, énd theﬁ “
YUgoslavia'aﬂd acrdsé Eﬁfcpe into France.' This does not
shd@'the:foute of thé heroin aftef it_lea?eé FraﬁCe_Qr any
other’area{ l | |
"'1 6n‘thi§.m§p Wé have a generalized maé,' the black
outlihe_represeﬁtingrthe opiuﬁ produéinéjareas)-and‘£hé red:
_indicating the route Qf the heroin as i£‘m§ves'down into
Souﬁheast Asia, and thep éérosé‘ﬁolﬂongfkoné, either directly
qr-from Bangkok or Saigoh. | * - |
| Thase'afe the géneral roqte§;
We’are'trying, and I think we have developed
- pressure pointé whereby.we can cut back now oﬁ the supply.
There ié_muéh more to be ddne. Anybody Qho said
otherwise Qbulqlbé kidding.  But'we are now geafed up as a
resﬁit of the President's directiﬁe; as a'fesult of
Secretary Rogers' issuing instfuétions as Chairman of the'
Cabinet Qommittée. And I think thét we are oh the way to do
even mdré.ﬁext year. . | | |
o) What is being done Qith respect to the

agreement with Turkey?

A Well, the agreement with Turkey is being
Approved For Release 2001/09/04 : CIA-RDP80-016‘01ROO1000040005-5 _
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imp;emented;
h.Q Ho@leffectiVe is itéj What.is the.situation?'
A Weil, it has been‘veryfeffective to.this.date.
'The/Turkish Government pessed‘a iicensing.lew in Auqust;
B v1rtue of that, all producers must necessarrly have
licenses this year. They collected 1n the 1971 crop 149
tons of'opium es aga;nst only 60, I belleve, the prev1ous
year, 19?0, So that the‘1icensinghreqhirement has definitely
fincreesed Qhat the Goverhment ie legally goiné to collect,

which means much less for the illicit market.

fQ Is Turkey still the chref‘source of iilicit
- drugs? | | |

\A . To this country, yes.

Q | The Republican’task force in'the House‘says

their preliminary inquiries have shown that Latin America

is now becoming a major avenue for transmission. . Do you have

any assessment of how much of an impact there really is
coming in through Latin America and the Canal Zone?

A Well, that hasn't been too recent. After.
the heroin leaves Europe, it goes directly either-to Cahada
or South America and then either up from South America,
Mexico, or down from Canada. Ana this has been the route

for dhproved For sfderabloonsT Lot REpSd BTs01R001000040005.5
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Iﬁluéed.to bé that the,qouriérs from Soﬁﬁh'America
were £aken'up to Eufope and theyfwoula coﬁrier‘the material
~directly err to the United Statés of into_Canada énd Mexico
ahd.theh into thelﬁnited Statés.r But ﬁow much of the material
is being_sent'firsﬁuto South Ameriéa and thén up;

Q ler. Gfoss,'a éouple of qqéStions.  Fi£s£,
‘on ﬁhis addendum:Sheet, thére is.a footnote whicﬁlsays
one‘kiiogram of mdrphiﬁé basé.conver£s'to_one kiiégram éf

heroin. That's'wrdng, Ijgather.

A No,'that'siright.r

Q i thoﬁght you said ten.

A ,Ten-£o—oné:opium to'morpﬁine bése/heroin.
Q I see. Do you have aﬁy evidence pro or

-~ con that any df the opium‘comes from China?_

A Wé hgve no‘evidence tﬁat any‘opium‘is coming
from China at all. In fact, we have even had repérts that
some has moved up from Burma écross the béfder into China.

I might say here that the Chinesé and our-OWn Go&ernment
have had virtually an identity of interest and aﬁ identity
of policy for a century. We have consistently been with the.
Chineée Government over tﬁe years invtrying to eradicate

not only production, but obvioule.ﬁrafficking‘ahd use{bf

oplum and derivatives.
Approved For Release 2001/09/04 CIA RDP80 01601R001000040005-5
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iQ - How would’you know-ifrit ere coming from
china or not? | |

A Well, our intelligence sources 1nd1oate that
it is coming'frqﬁ these areas (1ndicat1ng ‘mag). There is

ﬁore than enough supply in those areashto aCCounthfor all
of the maerial Wthh comes either 1nto Southeast A51a,
'nto Victim areas, South Viet Nam or the United States

We have no reports, and we could tell from those who might
be arrested as tobuhere they were acqulring the materlal.
We have no report of any coming from China.

Q To what do you ascribe France's initial
'reticence to cooperate on this issue and.are you now getting
the degree of cooperation which is satisfactory to this
Government?

| A Well;,I don't think there was an initial'
reticence. I wOuld’phrase it a different way. I think
that it has required some effort to‘mobilize other countries,
including France and many others. The President has done
this and Secretary Rogers has continuously by upgradinq
narcotics control to a foreign policy‘level. The French
have moved much,imuch faster than many other countries have,

as a matter of fact. The seizures which I pointed out in

ondARprovestitonRelease WiOﬂndﬁlAMSﬂhﬂ!l 6B1RED10000:400e56es they
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ére making. ‘i doh't see a reticénéé.t In fécﬁ,rf think.i
seenén incréaséd cooperation.
‘ V'AnOther example woula bé'Pompidoﬁ{s iﬁifiativé.
| withvthe EC.community, which‘ié moving aheéd_cénﬁinuaily.
The Ministers.frém the EC éommunityrare meéting éﬁié weékly
énd mbnthly b#sié now,.and déVéloping_a pfogram fdr:énforcement
"_in thé Eutopeah aréa.

Q Why haﬁen't they gotfeﬁ ahy of the;laboratories'
in Marseiile, if they are‘doing so mﬁch?

A Well, I wish they could gét laborétbfies.
They haven't go£ten bne since 1969; We have , és
 you know , . our own BNDD officials‘in:the:Marseille aréa,
We haverhad'them there for sonme leng#h of time. Ahd‘we have
our own ability‘tb adviée4the French AS to‘ﬁhen and.Where we
think there migh£ be a suspicioué 1ocation.p |

Frankly, they are ﬁuSt not easy to fiﬁd; They.
are extremely difficult to find. But I ém confidéht tﬂaf

the French wént to find a laboratory as mucﬁ as.we do.

0 Mr. Groés, in spité'of these record éeizures,
isn't if £rue that we are getting only a tiny percentage of
the amount of drugs that are moving illicitly throqghouf

the world? _ : : . E

A Well, up to this year I would have said a
Approved For Releasé 2001/09/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R00100004000545
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tiny perceﬁtage wéﬁld be accuraﬁé.‘ But I tﬁink how -- we
: aré taikipg just in the ﬁhfee items which I cited;AWé aie
téiking aﬁout six tohé. ‘Thére‘is ébme 
~overlap in the United‘étates Customs reportSfWhicﬁ‘are oht  
noﬁ. But élimiﬁating that overlap,'we'éré talking‘éboﬁti
six tons 6f herqin'or tﬁé equiﬁaléhﬁ.. Tha#‘ig hb ionger 
insignificant. If‘Y6u take a stréet Vaiué, We’are ﬁp into
thé pillions of dollars. | |
0 Why is there no drop-off in‘ﬁhe supply of

drugs in this country? | . | |

A - Well, I am not sure that theré is not a drop-
off in thé supply. In fact}II think tﬁefe is. Isthink if yu
were‘to check out given aféas as Eo the gquality 6f'heroin
in thevdrugs, iﬁ tﬁe narcotics, which are being putvout,'_'
you will £ind the quality has dropped off. Tt used to be
‘fen percent, then it came'down‘to_Sik. 1 tﬁink it is‘déwn
to three perceht in some areas br even less.

Qo Yqu say it is no longér a small-éercentége.;
You say you have six tbns. What kind of.percentage'is this
in the overall market‘of illicit drugs?

A It is Very'difficdlt td esfimatef I haVe
seen estimates as high as six ténslbeinq.uséd fnf.und

calendar year in the United States -- anywhere from four

Approved For Release 2001/09/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001000040005-5 S
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to six tons.

Q  So then';tlis.stillrézémall percentage
‘of the drugs aVaildie. | |
- A ,Oh, no. if we haveiseizedfsi# tons,ﬁwe.ﬁaﬁe_u
,put,jI woﬁid ﬁhink, a Very sévére'détefrentuinto the.mafket;_-
We have cut the supbly.drésﬁically. Th§y1haVe toiSupply  ‘
.twicé.as ﬁucﬁ'iﬁ brdér‘to géf in the‘éamé_amountL” B
We héve-seizéd“the equiﬁaleht éf,é.yéar'$ supply
~in. this one year. | | | -
| ‘0 .._Acéording_t§”tﬁis map;"the Tqui§h‘opiﬁm,
' 6r.whatever:it is; goes‘fﬁrough the_Balkans ;hd Ceﬁtfai EﬁrOpe.
) Wﬁyﬂﬁdfthe:Mediterraneaﬁ route? B e |
' A i Tﬁeré:i;_still ;hé sea'rouﬁe;being uséd,'and‘!
_ these small arrows wou}d:indiéatéxthét. lBu£ £he eVidence_
- seems to indiéatéthat the ovérland routé_is how.the one
of;preference,_;l_can't tell you wh?. |

.Q . Do &ou havé the;codperation of the-cqmmuniét
countries there in thét aréa? Stopping it or preventing it?

.A‘,. I visited Bélgrade myseif'oniy'a few.weéks.
~ago as a,fesﬁlt of President Tifo's-visif here. 'Sécretary
Rogers brought thé subject up with the Foreign Minister, and

I attended that and followed up fhat’particular meeting. And

I '-aﬁpﬁﬁ’orvié%éﬁ%rlﬁé?e%sg%o?")8?{/85r:l‘3?&‘-&0?’50}6‘1‘36’1%(5%‘1’306‘00%8&5?5 us to




effort?
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help. 1In fact, we are going to sendIOVer BNDD officials
for training purposes. Miles Ambrose, our Customs Cpmmissioner,

has met again for the second time at least, and this was only

a week or so ago, with the customs officials in Yugoslavia,

vaﬁd they-Want to coopérate'to the fullest.

'Q - How about Bulgaria?

A  On Bulgaria -- also. This is one area where

-we have had affirmatively an indication. from the Bulgarian

Government that they do want to cooperaté.' In fact, one

of the seizures cited was a rather large one -- I don't have

it in front of me, but I think it is ove¥ 300 kilos. And the

,‘customs officials of Bulgaria, I assume as approved by the

Government,valSO want to éOoperate in tﬁis field.

Q ' Has théré been any kind 5f Concreté,cooperation
with eiﬁher_the Soviet ﬁnion or Chiné with régafavto'this

]

A Well, Wé afe beginning diécussiéns with tﬁe
Soviet Union specifically relating té £he proposed amendments
to the 1961 Single Convention. The conference to consider
those amendments will occur in March of‘this Yeér.‘ And
we have had preliminary discussions with them to interest theﬁ
in trying to strengthen the International Narcotics Cohﬁrol
Boa?d. |

* Approved For Release 2001/09/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001000040005-5 -
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o Have.you been SﬁCCessful?. Have they shown
an interest? |

.A 'Well)hit ié preﬁature.to say; ‘We have
'just exchanged ideas and we will be exchanglng worklng papers.
And we would be hopeful for their support

h Q Is there any contact with Cnlna on thls°

A ’ Not yet.:_n .

Q . Mr. Gross, in the reéort whlch is dlstrlbuted
.'today;there is:a,paragraphvwhich talks aboﬁt the Bureau of
CuStoms equipping drcraft.with sephlsticated sensor devices
'to help in the search for smuggled narcotlcs. Could you
JdeScrlbe a llttle bit more completely how these alrcraft
w1th sensor devices are going to operate9

A I really should have Mlles Ambrose for that
ohe. .That.gets a little'too'technical for'me. But l‘know
that we are sending Customs men -- and this is part of the.
- inter-agency effort, as apbroved here thrbugh the State
Depar*ment ~-- as well as eqhipment to Southeast Asia and
other areas. I think that the air surveillance equipment
will probably be used at the Mex1can border. But T
~can't tell you how that will operate sne01f1cally

Q Mr. Gross, may we assume that none of

| theAgpreyed FbARelase S0TANRIOF. élh%ﬁéb-éféMRﬁﬁfdb%ﬁ4éiﬁ%§§s through
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.bhe ﬁear Eas£ countriee’en rqute to the Uniﬁed Steﬁes'or"
',elseWhere? | | |
‘:A .Paeses_through the Near Easb countries?
_ Q_ >Yes,A- |
A ‘:Well Hno. Some w1ll come down throuéh Syrla

and Lebanon, and then by sea. But from the reporte we haven
this ie‘a‘route that is less favofed now tbeh it formerly
Qes, fThe preferred'roete‘eppeers to.be the overiahdbfoute.'l
| .Q‘ Mr. Gross, if I'beQe undefstood you correctly,

you sald ‘that you have selzed the equlvalent of a year' s.
supply in 1971. 1Is it fair, then, to infer from that

that the sources are producing a larger supply nowlﬁhaﬁ they
werela few years ago in reaction to-this?.

A | Well bot necessarlly eo, but more supply
mlght be directed to the Unlted States than before. You have
very large supplles in Southeast Aela whlch_we aye trYing
of course to interdict. And et the same time, we are trying
to block those routes before they are established, while we‘
eliminate oompletely this route from Turkey.

Q Wbile you are on -Soufheast Asia, what is
the situation with regard to Burma, which I gather is one

of the main sources, where the government has no control

over the growing areas? Do you have any prospects for cutting
Approved For Release 2001/09/04 CIA-RDP80- 01601R001000040005-5
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off that tréffic?
;A‘ ' Wéli, we hévé.ﬁad soﬁé preiimihary'discussions
with Burmese officials, &e ﬁave some fhdughts ab¢ut_it.
But as you mentioﬁ, it is exﬁremelyvdifficglt, bécause
the Governmeht has n§>c§n£rol ovef the producing areas.
‘This is one'reason\why‘thé Gébinét Coﬁmitteé oﬁ Deéembér_lG
determined to increase}its-enforcemenf effdrt and to gi?e
it fhe greatest prioriﬁy, So,thaf, fdr éxaméle, in‘Thailand,.
‘as a part of:our Memorandum of Undérstanding with Thailand,
we will be‘iﬁplementing épecial4uni£s for.enforcement in
this north Thailand area above Cﬁing Mai; inldrder to block the
mdteriél once it passes, ifiit'aoeé} the border befween Burma
and Thailand. |
| Also,I should point out again that in Lébs:we
have méde very, very significant strides, Qecauée nof only *
has the government of Laos banned opiﬁm production and
trafficking in the dériﬁatives, but.they also have banned
usé of acetic anhydride, which led to the.séizure I mentioned,
So that to close §ff this particular Vientiane transit point
is going to do a great deal torcut back on the illicit tfaffic.
0 Mr. Gross, I think when you were talking before
about the amount for a year's supply for thé U;S.}you

saidApprovedFor Ralease 2001109/04 : eﬁpgaaeso-pmmmoimuooo%at were
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some of thé othefé?

A Thafﬁis the maximum. I have_éeen'unywhere
from four—t0~six tons us thé amount needed;to supply the
United States for a year. |

o if we could get theseufigures completely

stralght -=— you a#e deallng w1th four to six tons U.S. alone.__

Is there any flgure for total world consumptlon per annum?

A No.'

0 i can éee where it would be difficUlt to
.get one.

A. Very, very difficult. Aluhough - i would
just like to read one oOr two lines. This is from -- aﬁ

‘extract from a speech by Lord Wlndelsham, Minister of State

in the Home Office in London, on November 25 -~ to show you
tho impact that President Nixon and Secretary of State ’
Rogers have had. This is>the closing parugraph in his speech.
He oays: "This is no private drama for overseas spectators.

1t is a problem for the whole world community. ‘As your
spokesmen" -- and he is télking to Americans --"as your
spokesmen have vigorously been urging in euery interested
forum, it is not too much to say that recent Amerlcan

1n1t1at1ves in the- lnternatlonal drug scene have largely

trQQﬂﬁgmﬁpF&WﬁbﬁﬁéEﬁﬁﬁqkby es for international coopcratlon,
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What I would say, then, is that other countries are

beglnnlng now to reallze and to recognlze the problems that

‘they face. We are beginning to work together. We couldn t

.have obtalned these seizures 1f that had not been the fact.

Q To contlnue w1th that, however, to what

"extent are countrles such as France, England Germany

'and other areas in Western Europe 51mply on the route, to what

extent are they actually consumers of drugs?

A Well, the consumption unfortunately in France

‘and in Germany and all countries has increased —-- not as

'.dramatlcally as in the United States. But if you look baok,

at the United States flve years ago, you see ‘the beglnnlngs

'.of what could happen. And this is why, one reason why ,

" they have begun to mobilize. There is, of course, in Europe

e ok R A

a great use of hashish. There is even use of morphine base.
And the awareness factor has increased immeasurably.

Q Mr. Gross, could you discuss the relationship

between the price of heroin and other drugs and the seizures -

that is to say, the more heroin that igs scized the hiqhgr
the price on the street, is that correct? |

A - No,

0 And alSo.what happens to the seized drugs?

Approved For Release 2001/09/04 : CIA RDP80 01601R001000040005-5
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A No, I don't think that the more that is

seized, the higher the price'necessarily; What has’happened

here is that the quallty has gone down The price seems

.to be the same -- five dollars a dose, a packet, whatever it

'-'1s called.

Q deVer-the paet yéar;

A R Rith.d‘Bdt the quality has goneldown from
.orlglnally, say, ten percent to then six and now three, and
in some areas we have reports lt‘lS even two percent her01n'
for the same price.

0 Mr. Gross;‘whatdoes'the'three.billicn dollars‘
'ccmpare with:fcr the ﬁreriouelyear? |

A ‘Well, the preVious'year - just.one'example,_.
in Hong Kong, as I mentloned they selzed 12,200 pcunde of
eplum‘in '71 as against 99 pounds in '70.' | |
- 0 .Do'ycu have a figure whichlccu1d shcw how>ﬁcch

of an increase --

A I don't have an overall.
0O I notice you used different time periods in
this report -- sometimes calendar year, sometimes fiscal.

When is the date at which the Administration's anti-narcotics

drive could be said to have started?

A I thlﬂk 1t started when the Admlnstratlon
Approved For Release 2001/09/04 CIA- RDP80 01601R001000040005-5
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.£ook office. That perioa_Was the time_that the President
began to form his first Ad Hoc Committee on Opium Control;
‘And it has been gradually heefed up in a nore ecceierated
fashlon aver 51nce.

Q Can you tell us approx1mately when the overland

- - route became favored from Turkey through Europe?

A . Probably since the war in therMid—East..

Q Slnce 1967 -~ since thet war” |

A‘ .Thls.seems to be the time perlod when --
“this is a gradual thlng. I couldn t give you figures

’ and no one could as to how much goes overland and how much
‘by sea. But there.has been a close—off of‘access, free
access, to Syrla, and therefore morphlne base labs no
longer, according to our own reports, exist in Syrla
They are more concentrated in Turkey itself, so that the
material can move north.

0 How ﬁuch'has the consumption_increased in
the U.S., as you said earlier, over the years?

A I would refer you to Dr. Jaffe on‘that.
I wouid just like to say that the international effort_
ohviously is only one phase of the President's-program, which
is charged to Secretary Rogers. At.the seme.time we must

mount a strong effort, and the Admlnlstratlon is -doing thlq,
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,on'thé deﬁand éide. Wé'mﬁst also mountva very streﬁuous
.effort on local law enfércement, state andvlocal;
Q- _‘What ié béing done with respect to the hérsﬁ
A nafcotics laws in oﬁherlpbﬁntries, warning'Ameficans%heré"'
who trével abroad? |

A Weil; wé are warning them to £hé'best of our
abilify. | |

Q\.. whaﬁ’is'beiné déhe?

A We4héve'Américans who are inlprisdn in éomé

 of these countries, and the_la@é afe quite strié£ in some

areas. I think the message-hés éotfeﬁ‘across in many'areas.'

| 0 You speak of sea ﬁranspbrt andkbve£land tranébort.
Aﬁd you doﬁ't mention air.tranépér£. is ﬁhaﬁ beéauge the stﬁff'_
'is heavy? I should haVe‘thoughﬁ that itAwould‘be ideal for

air transport. | | ;

A Well,,the'air trahsport seémsvto be.uégd in
Southeast Asia fo algreat degfeé. Bﬁt'hé£rparticularly in
Europe. |

Q Why?

A Weli, for one reason, they haﬁe what is called
the TIR trucking system, whereby'you can put goods in.a |
truck, in even Iran, or’'in Turkey, and seal théée‘goods,
and.tpey will have, by reason of internationél arrangement,'
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free transport By that I mean no customs surveillaﬁce
‘of the inside of the truck untll the p01nt of“ex1t. And
they have been using this‘particular means of trans;t.. This
doesn't mean. that we are hampered necessarily, because our
points of pressure then become the p01nts of entry and the
'p01nts of ex1t, and ‘it should theoretlcally be oaeler
-for us, unless they are forglno the TIR stamps, SO to speak

Q 'Mr; Grose,'oan you discoss'for‘a moment the
effort that has been made to concentrete on the laboratories --
for example, have you got a general identifioation of the

location of laboratories?

A The only general location is the Marseille
area for some laboratories. Now, that might‘be between five
" and ten laboratories which operate intermittently. By

Marseiile area, I mean that it can't be confined just to

the city proper. We ere out.into the - in our terminology -~-
the suburban area. It is very, veryvdifficult. .We have

our own personnel in the field, and I can assure you that

if a lead.is there, it is éoing to be followed up. The

French are working together with us in the field. There is
utterly no reason to think that -- otherwise than it'we

do find any evidence that we will close a heroin laboratory.

But it is not easy. '
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o} There ﬁéve been‘reportsithaf some of the
laboratories are moving ﬁp north, to Antwérp and to some
other éoﬁntries. Have you got any iﬁdication abéﬁt-tﬁat?'
A 'Everereport,.of courée; is'iooked into
very thoroughly, and we have as yet'found noiévidence of any

other heroin laboratory.

Q Mr. Grbss,vat tﬂe ;até féu_ére_going, how |

iong‘do you think,i£ wiil‘£ake tb s#amp out the d£Ug tfaffié?
o A Well, it ié not a one—yeaf project; I sometimes

look askanée at apticles thch say thé£ the effort isﬁaltéring
at one moment and then the next moment you will see an
article which says we have suddenly éolved everythinq;
Obviously it is in the middle someplace. ‘We are making
. definite progress This has beén, as I said originally, a
year of major aqcémpliéhment beyond_any queéfion. -But it
cannot all be done in oﬁe year. And as I alluded to before,
wé‘must attack the demand side at the same time. This is -
~ very crucial -- to cutting down the supply. They are inter-
acting. And for this reason, Dr. Jaffe 'is on the Working
Group to the cabinet committee which I am on. too, so that-We
can get the interplay'of ideas. |

Q Mr. Gross, I read somewhere recently that the

Soviet Union claimed not to have a drug problem. Now, can
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»you tell ué, is that tfue, and if it isitrﬁe, whyvdon'? we
'édopt.the éystém that they are usingé |

A - Well, yéﬁ caﬁ't just dverpiay-one systeh
_inﬁo anofher area. The'ieasoﬁ:they donit‘have a_dfug
.jprbblem, if they.don't, may-be due to mény_différént-things.
:Maybe £here is no supply} Thé éperators realiée that in
_ferms.of the market and suppiy‘éna demandvﬁhat the high =
-prices aré in Eke United Sta%es. I often ask when I aﬁ in
Europe why they‘don't have more use of hérqin in Europe.'
Well, if the opefafor can.make more ﬁoney'by transporting it‘
- over fhe Atlantic here,"he is going to do;that;

That's one'phase.of'it -- tne_supply.

The other Is wha£ a giVen.counﬁry can do. By
the terms éf our oWn society and the féqui:ements and’criteria
fdr léw eﬁfdrcement} there is only éé much that we can do.
Japa& has a very st;ong effort which_has been largely
| successful. We are £old that China does, too. Bﬁt probably -
they have enférced it in a more direct Way.than we would be
able to do in ouf system, |

0 Mr. Gross, do you have any indicatibns
against what kind of organization or orgahizations”you‘arn
fighting? I mean are there a lot of different orgahizations
in ﬁhis market, or coulq we imagine a kind of Dr. Blofel
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‘type sitting in his éwise chalet ahd directing.a worldwide
net of pushere and peddlere? 4

A Well, I think the BN‘D.Ij__has‘ this typed. |
‘If I have the latest count, I believe it isrtwiverbasic,.
‘systems.; It is very dlfflcult -- obv1ously, 1t 15 not one
;jmanirunnlng this whole operatlon It 1s-so far—flung, and
fthe-potentlal proflts are so vast that many people try
tO'get into the act. | | .

‘There_ie one chart here which‘rs,I sﬁspect,a
. little out of date.. Butvthis indicates the’kina'of profits
hfor those who.are not familiar Qrth it that canlbe made

from the field to the street. fen kilos, as I'mentionea

before, would make one kilo of opium. And thatvten'kiloe,
:or one kilo of her01n, worth $350 at the poppy farmer level
ultimately 1s worth $225,000 on the,etreet. But when I say
it is out of date, I believe that because we are talklng
here six percent heroin, ahd I don't think that is true
any longer. And I think the dosage is less; And probably'
the price per packet is higher. .So'that_there ie a large
range in dollar yalue.

Q What sort of budget are you reguesting,
and how does it compare with your previous financial request

from Congress?
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A Well, I'aﬁ.net at iiberfy to give you the
figures on the budget request yet; But the Cabinet-Committee
has, through Secretary RogerS‘_1eadership,‘reques£ed an
additional:amount. And that should.be.refledfed in.the next
bﬁdget. | | | | |

| Q . What are you spending-ﬁow?

A .‘ Ih this lastbbudget, I ehink you areialking a
base amouht‘for'Tdikey, pius'relatively>smailer emeuhts,
becauée'the progrems, the acfion plans in o£hef ceuntries;
are just beginning to be implemented.

Q . How ﬁuch is that? |

e _ ‘

A I can't give you the exact“figure, because
I‘would haye to breakvit down bureae by buﬁeau.'

| 0 Thank you, Mr. Gross.

A Thank you.

" (Page B-1 fdlows)
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'-MR.-BRAY:‘ I have, in additioﬁ tb what Mri.Grﬁss
has.giveq you, speaking to ouf regulars Hére; very littlé
to say tdday. I woﬁld be "happy fo "no_comment" aimost ény
queétion you c¢are to put té me. But absent ﬁhat, I sﬁggest
we adjourn; subject to yogr vieWs.
Q. We have gof questiohs.
A ‘"You havé got guestions. All:right, I~ﬁavé got
.n§’ahswer$, but'let's‘takelyour questions; .Do:you want tor
take a few minutes and let the cameras break down?

Q I think‘so,

o} Are we correct in figﬁring fhislié not for
sound, this briefing you will_éive?. | - .' .

A _That's right. Neither sound nor sight.

Q‘ Charles, I think we can go ahead. The

camera men will take longer than your briefing will
probably take.

A .l I Qill take your‘queétions.

Q 'Is there an agreement on when the next
meeting wili be held at the Paris talks?

A To my kﬁowledge there is not as at this point.
- I believe the.other side has proposed January 6. I-dd not

believe our delegation has responded vet.
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Q Can yon tell us whether wé ﬁ;éh to resume’ the
.talks;sometime soon? |

,A- | Oh,‘I think the commuﬁique'issued by fhe
u.s. ana GVNbdelegationg'thié morning maae it péffectly
clear thaf'ﬁe héd no intention of breakigg off the talks.

0 ._Weli; there is é differéncé‘beﬁween_not Bréaking then
off,'isn'tithére, and.resﬁming.'

A f would anticibaté'we will be‘meeﬁing'againlin.the
.relatively near future. |

Q __Charlie, I wonder if you hévé_any éo?t ofi
_ bréakdown on the situation in Lapsraréund the Plain ofIJars;

A I dén't believe,’uick, there has been any :.
significant militéry_actionvin North Laos since the‘offensiVe
by'the.Nortﬁ Vietnamese that Wé aiscuSSed here late last week.
 our impression is that both the Royal Léo Governmeht_and'
North ﬁietnamése Pathet Lao forces on fhe other hand are
regrouping on and to £he.south and west of the Plain of>jars.

There was yésterday, as I £hink you know, an
attack by a si;abie North Vietnamese force bn the City of
faksoné in the Bolivans Plateau. I think fhe Royél Lao .
Govefnment forces have evacuated the city and regrquped

to the west of it.
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Q  What is the name of that élaceé‘
A P-a—k-Sfo;n—g. | B
o 'An American Cf123 was reéérfed shoﬁ‘dowh'oVer,:

- Northern iaos, shot down by Chinese ahtiaircraft batte#ieé
aiongtthe néﬁly buiiﬁ road leéding £§ Théilaﬁd. 'Do.joq |
~.héve anything 6n that? R | e

Al I am cbmpiétely‘unbriefed,:Louie, i wbuld 
have td check into it.

| Q. Charlié)‘as-far-as the_State'bepartmént ié

concerned, what is the status or_stteuof heaith pf fﬁe 1968».
~understandings whigh brought.aﬁ end tq‘the 5pmbing of ﬁofth.
Vietnam? o N e gy " ; R

.A' I wgh't take that subject ény furthér than
'-it_was'taken yesterday by the Secretary of Defense.

Q | In other wqrds, you would agree with the
Sécretary of Defense then'that they are still alive and
well? |

A That is correct.

Q Charles, has there been any:movement, preferably
progress of course, towérd negotiations.in the Middle East, or

on the Middle East problem shall we say?
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A None that>1 am aware of, Joe;
Q Do fou have any comment on Mr. Riad's statement
Yesteraay that he thinks:War is inevitable rnnthe Mid-East?
Q - What wae the question pleaéé’ .. |
9] Do yoa have any comment on Mr. Riad's statement
yesterday to a group of Arab Forelgn Mlnlsters that he
regards that war is 1nev1table in the Mid- East in the near
.future? |
A No, I do not.
Q Do you'have anything on rhe Ghézi?
a The Ghazi?' |
Q Yeeterday you tookva.questioh.oh Whéf Senator
Stevenson said that the submarines the Amerieans had given
for training purpeses.was illegally used during the war, and
you.tooh the questionbyesterday.
A I dQn't; To be perfectly frank withhyeu, I
had a briefing paper that I had a chahce toAlook.at only
very quickly while I was.consulting with Mr. Gross before
we came‘out: It is not entirely clear to me. I will come-.
pback to it tomorrow. |
Q Does the Department have anything on a coupleh

" of Panamanlans who were released by ‘the Cubans aboard one of
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A 'No.ﬂ I Havebseen £ickefs to phap effeét
this morning. I haye no comment on them.
Q. No confirmation either‘ﬁhén?
A Yes, ‘I think there iS‘céhfirmatibn, but I
have nothing to expatiate on with respect to it.
| :‘Q B Do you have an& coﬁment on the speculation,

apparéntly out_of London, - that the defectoflwho defectéd back
égain was tryiﬁg to-discredi£ MfJ_Lyalin'who went over to thg:
Bfitish ih Odtéber? There'is some Suggeétiaithat he was
trying to make contaét with him.
Q What was the qﬁestion?
A As I underétood the qﬁestioh, Marilyn, it was
Whéther I haa any comment on speculétibn to the effect that
Chebotaryev, the maﬁ who redefected Sundéy night,.was
attempting to discrédit the defector in Lohdon, in early
Septembérll'éuess, by his.a¢tioﬂs. That_is in the realm of
the purest form of speculation. .Certainly nothing availéble.to
us would indicaﬁe that that was the case.
Q Have you any woid from Rawalpindi on the type
of conversations that are going on betweep Mr. Bhutto and
~ the Shgik? |
A i don't believe so.
[Whereupon, the briefing was terminated at 1:57 p.m.]

Approved For Release 2001/09/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001000040005-5. "



